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Malcolm X and Sherman Alexie Reading and Writing Attributes and Significances
Evidently, learning desire remains as crucial as the information that is intended to be learned. Furthermore, as portrayed in the articles “Learning to Read” by Malcolm X together with “The Joy of Reading and Writing: Superman and Me,” by Sherman Alexie, literacy is highly critical to an individual’s freedom; freedom in all aspects of life. In these two articles, the meaning of learning how to read and write while producing destiny-moving opportunities for an individual and even for the society, in general, is consistently extant. For instance, Alexie’s essay “The Joy of Reading and Writing: Superman and Me,” depicts that, having the ability to read and write highly impacts the future of an individual; evidenced by the stereotypes that suggested that Indian children were anticipated to be unsuccessful in the non-Indian societies. Abundantly, the aforementioned authors similarly focused on man’s relationship to his environment and most importantly on education as an aspect of changing this relationship. The two reflect on the impetus behind their desire of improving their reading and writing together with the pride they felt in taking such a step; writing about their learning motivation and their strategies. Therefore, this essay will sufficiently explore the lessons they learned from this phenomenon alongside describing the manner through which that knowledge gave them the insight to realize the dominant structures in which they function and the capacity to navigate those structures so as to attain their life goals. 
Evidently, the abovementioned two articles by the two different figures; Sherman Alexie and Malcolm X, extensively demonstrate the way these two individuals fell in love with the aspect of reading. Malcolm X and Alexie both grew up as minorities and in unfavorable conditions, phenomena that presented reading and writing as the only way of escaping their realities. However, unlike Malcolm X, Alexie is observed to have been an enthusiastic reader right from the first day because of his deep passion for reading. This devotion enabled Alexie to stand out from his Indian peers who were perceived to be stupid and even dumb. It was a stereotype that did not discourage his motivation to habitually read; an incidence that eventually made him a successful writer. Vividly, Alexie narrates his early life using writing devices such as metaphor as well as repetition with a poised tone so as to: fortify his reading talent description, show his impact on the other Indian boys alongside demonstrating the way he struggled in poverty so as to change his life (Alexie par, 4). 
In order to illustrate his reading and writing experience, Alexie aptly uses metaphor whereas an Indian, he shows his ability to read a huge number of books. In this respect, he believes that reading “books” remains to be an efficient solution that can be used to enhance life as well as the education of the Indian children. Again, his actions aimed at revolutionizing the way Indians were being perceived alongside freeing them from this mental imprisonment. As noted in his essay, Alexie continually reminds his readers of the importance of reading by stating, “I refuse to fail. I was smart. I was arrogant. I was lucky. I read books” (Alexie par, 2). In this quote, he is implying that he possessed these positive attributes just because he was self-motivated to reading. In addition, not only does Alexie believe that reading has the capacity to free his fellow Indians from the stupidity stereotype, but also believes reading can make these children succeed; opinions lining with Malcolm X’s.  
Just like Sherman Alexie, Malcolm had a significant passion for reading; a passion that he discovered while in prison since he had remained illiterate through his seven schooling years. He successfully became a letter writer and as a consequence states that he “Stumbled upon starting to acquire some kind of homemade education” (Malcolm 252). In this regard, while conversing with the other prisoners, Malcolm realizes that he is not that articulate with the prison hustlers as compared with his time in the streets. His fellow prisoner, Bimbi used to take over conversations due to his vast reading vocabulary and knowledge; a knowledge that molded Malcolm’s motivation to his independent learning. As noted in the expert, “Learning to Read,” Malcolm states, “Bimbi made me feel envy of his stock of knowledge” (252). Here, he became highly fascinated with Bimbi’s vast knowledge, forcing him to become more passionate about reading books. 
Substantially, after some months of rigorous dictionary memorizations, his concept of reading began revealing descriptions and meanings. As a result, his hatred for the so-called the ‘whitened’ world that he lived in, increased as his fresh knowledge progressed from reading any book that he came across. In his article, he maintained that these books were his ‘Alma Mater,’ not to mention that the main aim of his habitual reading was to improve his knowledge (249). Notably, he devoured history books and most significantly, he was astounded at the knowledge he had gotten concerning the black civilizations’ history globally. 
Suffice to say, both Sherman Alexie and Malcolm X great passion for reading highly impacted their lives as well as the lives of many others. Their passion was not only self-motivated but was also influenced by their role models (Malcolm X’s role model being Bimbi while Alexie’s role model was his father). The two decorated authors and academic figures engaged in reading so as to acquire knowledge and even understand the world they were living in. Thus, this form of knowledge acquisition can be seen to be the best as the learner or reader is obliged first to be motivated if they really want to learn.   
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